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Wisconsin Registered Apprenticeship
• Wisconsin launched in 1911
• Created the Wisconsin Technical 

College System
• Patternmaker – first registered 

program in the country
o Wage was $0.10 per hour

• Wisconsin model inspired federal 
model (started in 1937)



• 17,000+ participating apprentices
• 200+ apprenticeship occupations

oNew occupations -- healthcare, IT, 
transportation, education 

• Record high Youth Apprenticeship (YA) 
participation:
o10,500+ in 2024-25 school year
o  6,900+ YA employers

• 305 youth apprentices bridged into 
registered apprenticeship in 2023-24

Apprenticeship Growth in Wisconsin



• Time to complete: 24 months
• On the job time: 4,000 hours
• Related instruction time: 432 hours

Early Childhood Educator (ECE)Apprenticeship



Additional Training 
The apprentice must: 

1. Obtain Infant/Child, Automated External Defibrillator (AED), First 
Aid, and CPR certification during the first three months of the 
program and maintain it. 

2. Complete Department of Children and Families (DCF) 
certification requirements to provide care to children within first 
six months of the program. 

3. Enroll with the Wisconsin Registry within first six months of 
entering program and keep registration current. 

4. Successfully complete a Transition to Trainer course in the final 
year of the program.

ECE Apprenticeship



ECE Apprenticeship Data 

66 approved 
apprenticeship 

sponsors 

19 sponsors with 
apprentices, as of 

March 1, 2025

13 completed 
apprenticeships 
since program 

launch in 2019-20

35 active 
apprenticeship 

contracts



Over 98% of Wisconsin public school 
districts with a high school offer a 
Youth Apprenticeship program



• Operates through consortia
oOften include representation from school districts, technical 

colleges, chambers of commerce, other partners
• One- or two-year earn-while-you-learn program
• For high school juniors and seniors
• Combines work and related classroom instruction in a 

chosen occupation
• Uses a dual training system – skills obtained on the job site 

and technical knowledge in the classroom

Youth Apprenticeship



DWD launched the ECE and school age education 
pathways in June 2023

Pathways in Youth Apprenticeship

YA Education 
Program 
Pathways

Program Year
2024-25 Student 

Enrollment 
(level one/one year)

Program Year
2023-24 and 2024-25 

Enrollment
or

2024-25 and 2025-26
(level two/two year)

Participating 
Employers

ECE 192 53 51

School Age 
Education 256 22 180



• Helps job seekers gain necessary skills 
for registered apprenticeships

• Helps employers find qualified 
applicants

• Delivered by employers, community 
organizations, educational partners, 
and more

• 30 program completers (since 2022)
• Currently five in training

Certified Pre-Apprenticeship



New ECE Strategy
• Three-year grant – the ECE Sprint!

o Sponsored cohorts at technical 
colleges

o Tuition reimbursement for non-cohort 
participants

oReimbursements to sponsors to offset 
training costs

oEntrepreneurship supports for startups
oMentor support and training via WI 

Early Childhood Association



On-the-job 
training

Wage 
progression

Classroom 
education

Skilled, 
credentialed 

workforce

• Youth Apprenticeship to Registered Apprenticeship bridging
• Other bridging and transitional pathways

ECE Opportunities



Thank You!

Questions
Nick Abbott

Bureau of Apprenticeship Standards
Apprenticeship@dwd.Wisconsin.gov
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